The Pediatric Nephrology community has lost a unique advocate and compelling voice for children with the passing of Ira Greifer, MD, Professor Emeritus at the Albert Einstein College of Medicine. Dr. Greifer passed away on September 17, 2014, in New York City. His early career was mentored by Dr. Henry Barnett, the first Chair of Pediatrics at the Einstein College of Medicine at a time when the field of pediatric nephrology was being defined at that institution by Dr. Barnett in collaboration with Chester Edelmann, Jr, and Adrian Spitzer.
Dr. Greifer' s extensive contributions to our subspecialty encompass legislation on and the delivery of health care, advocacy on behalf of children's needs, support of research and education in pediatrics and the subspecialty of nephrology, and advancing an international effort in pediatric health care via the International Pediatric Nephrology Association (IPNA).
Dr. Greifer first came to Albert Einstein College of Medicine 60 years ago and was the former Director of Pediatrics at the College Hospital where in the mid1960s he began developing a number of "firsts" in the country for both patients and families, including the following innovations: Greifer, Dedee and Stephen Lovell and many beloved nieces and nephews. Finally, the family of pediatric nephrology mourns this loss but will shine in his remembrance.
